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promising to march upon Rome. Clement, threatened by
Bourbon from the north and Lannoy from the south, and tei ri-
fted to find the same storm coming upon himself which he had
brought upon so many others, sent urgent appeals to Francis
to deliver him. But Francis had not yet recovered from the
blow to his spirit caused by his own defeat and captivity, while
he himself had certain scores to pay off upon Clement, and
he made no effort to prevent matters from taking their course.
Bourbon's unruly horde continued, therefore, to move slowly
forwards, while Clement clamoured, for aid in every direction,
and even offered 100,000 ducats if this would appease the
Lutheran troops. But the latter were obdurate. Clement made
overtures to Lannoy, who came, bringing the above sum of
money to Bourbon; but more than twice that amount was
due for the arrears of pay alone, and Lannoy dared not ap-
proach the camp, as the Lutheran troops, bent upon personal
vengeance on the Pope, would not hear of any truce, and
threatened to kill even Lannoy himself, if he interfered with
them; while Frundsberg, their own immediate commander,
was just at this time struck down by apoplexy (April 1527).
They were determined to hang the Pope and sack Rome,
would obey no other general than Bourbon, and would not
obey even him unless he led them towards Rome.

So while Clement, now in the greatest terror, offered every
possible and impossible concession to any who would come
to his assistance, the resistless torrent rolled steadily on
through the valleys of Romagua aud Umbria, Bouibon sub-
sisting his hungry and ferocious Lioops on (lie country passed
through, whose inhabitants had sore reason to curse Clement
for bringing this terrible visitation upon them. On the evening
of the 5th May the army encamped outside Rome, and the
troops at last feasted their eyes on its palaces, and promised
themselves, as the reward of all their hardships, the plunder
of the Papal city. Next morning Bourbon ("the ferocious
Bourbon," as his enemies called him, fastening upon himself
the chief characteristic of the miserable material given him to